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Both singers (all voice parts) and instrumentalists will be very warmly welcomed to take part in this event.  While 
provision will be made for all instrumentalists who appear, the envisaged repertory will sound especially well on loud 
winds (thus, cornetts and sackbuts in particular), while players of viols and recorders (favouring the larger instruments 
in both categories) will also be an asset.   

Both of our featured composers had strong Venetian connections, Bassano in particular with San Marco.  Francesco 
Usper’s family surname was Sponga – but he changed this to Usper when, in the late 1580s, he acted as tutor to Cesare 
Usper, son of his patron, the lawyer Lodovico Usper, an official at the Confraternity of San Giovanni Evangelista, Venice.  
Prior to this he had studied with Andrea Gabrieli.  Usper spent most of the rest of his life serving the Confraternity in 
various capacities – including as organist and maestro di cappella, as chaplain and administrator of the adjoining church.  
Usper very briefly served as substitute organist at San Marco.  Usper’s exact contemporary Giovanni Bassano is 
somewhat better known, especially as a very distinguished instrumentalist and instrumental teacher, head of the San 
Marco instrumental corps.  While both Usper and Bassano are arguably better-known today for their instrumental works, 
both in fact were far more prolific as composers of vocal works, both sacred and secular. In this workshop, pieces by 
Usper which we will rehearse and perform will include two 8-part psalm-settings, Beatus qui intelligit and Benedicam 
Dominum (both published in 1619) and two six-part motets, Nudus egressus sum and Pulchra es – a selection designed 
to demonstrate, among other things, Usper’s particular sensitivity to word-setting. Our programme will be completed by 
two of Bassano’s 8-part Christmastide motets, Laetentur coeli and Sancta et immaculata virginitas. 

More information is available on request – including directions to the venue.  

Fees: NWEMF members FREE, other EMF members £20, Non-members*: £25, Full-time students: FREE.  A £5 

surcharge is applicable to bookings from Non-Members made after the closing date.  *Membership of NWEMF costs 
only £10 per annum.  Join now by contacting the Membership Secretary, Bob Foster (fosterrobert@ymail.com), so pay 
the members’ rate for future workshops. 

Please send your completed application form to Roger Wilkes (email mostlymusic@btinternet.com), copying the 
information to the Treasurer, Martin Steward, at martin.steward@me.com – or by post to 45 Woods Road, Hartford, 
Cheshire, CW8 1SF (01606 75738) - to arrive as early as possible and not later than Saturday 28 August (in order 

to avoid the surcharge).  Please assume that the workshop will run unless, after booking, you hear to the contrary. 

Please, preferably, pay NWEMF electronically using sort code 09-01-56, account number 79658106, with your name 
as the reference.   
 
PROVISIONAL  10.00 Arrival.  Tea and coffee. 
TIMETABLE  10.30 Morning session 

12.45 Lunch (bring your own; or there are eating places nearby) 
14.00 First afternoon session 
15.30 Mid-afternoon refreshment break 
15.50 Final afternoon session 
17.00 End of workshop 
 

------------------------------------------------------DETACH HERE-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Music by Usper & Bassano: Didsbury Baptist Church, Manchester: 11 September 2021 

NAME ………………………………………………..  ADDRESS ……………………………………………….. 

EMAIL ………………………………………………..                     ……………………………………………….. 

TELEPHONE …………………………………   …..                     ……………………………………………….. 

I/we sing (S/A/T/B) .................................................................................. 

AND/OR I/we play (please give full details of instrument(s)/size(s) ............................................................ 

…………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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